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pdias saci=ty 1= pramanly £ rurs! =ecisty though urbsiisstiog is growimng.
The majonty of Indip’s people live in rural areas |55 per cent, acoording to the
2011 Census]. Ther maks thetr living from agnculture or related ccoupations.
Thiz-meansithar @pricultidrs] land = the most important produchyve resourcs
for 8 great many Indians. Land i= sl=o the most imporiant form of praperiy.
But land is act just & ‘msans of produciion’ nos just s Torm of properiy’. Noris
asrirulinre just & form of livelhhocd. 1118 slso a wey of e, Meany of our calturs]
pracuces:and pattsras cga-be traced o gur gsersrnsn backerounds. You will
reeall from the-sarlier chapeers bow clesely imterrelnted structiral aed culngsal
changsgare, Farswample, mostofthes Now Yedr fesuvale i different regions of
India —'sucH = Ponssl in Tamil Nadu, Bihu in Astsm, Baissihr in Funjab aad
Ugadi in Esrmstaka 0 namé just a fow — actuslly celabrats the mais barvest
zsazon and hersld the beginning of a2 new agriculinral seaeon. Find outabout
other hasves: festivals.

Dyffereayt meqres 5f goricuiinre and reloted fesfiugis

Thers-154 cle=s fHaneciion Yetwsen sericulbire sad culture, Ths namics
and practics of gzniculiurs vangs preathy across the different r=gicns of the
country. Thsss vEriations are reflected in the different resmona! cultures, One
can sy thap beoth the culturs snd socal stmicturs 10 maea! Indes ave closely
bound up with agnicultural and the sgranen way of life;

Agrisujrurs is the single mostimportant source of livelthood for the majority
oirths sural popuiaton, But the rmarsl 13 not mst esnculture: Many activibes
tHat ssipport agriculture Gnd nillsge hfe are-alse sources & hvelihoad for
osoplé in rurs! Indis. For examplé, a larpe nurahsr of artisans such 68 potisrs,
carpent=rs, weavers wonemiths and soldemithe are found 0 rorsl areas, They
w=re oncs gert gnd parce] =f the villass fconnmy. Their numbers have been
steadily lessening since the colonial period, You have already regd in Chapter &
how-thesinfivix of manufscsred gooids replaced hapd-meade producis.

Hixrg! life plso supportsd maeay other specialists gnd crafispersons g
=iory-tellers, astrologers; prissts; water-distribuiors gnd oil-pressars: The
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ditergity of pecupatioess i rursl Inds
wae refisci=d in ths casts system which
ift most regions included speciali=t and
=2apnice” caetes such az Dy Cleaners,
Potters: and Goldesmiths. Some of thess
traditional cccupastens have detlinad.
EBut incregsing intsroonasction of the
rural and urban scanomizs have l=d ©
many diverse occupations. Many psople
living in ruars] areas ars employed o,
ar have bvelihopde= baszed on maral none
tarm actvities. For tnetavics, there Gre
rural residansis emploved in zowernment
exivices such g& the Poutsl shd Bdusaton
Depariments. factory worksrs, or 1o the
army, who eam their living thronigh non-
agrcnitural activities.

TREE Diver=vy of Oocupaiiohs

> Thinkof &n imponant testivai nal Is celebrated in yolr

region Mat hiasifs roots magraran society, What is'the
sigriifitance of the various praatices or tuals st are
associated With that fadtival. and how ate they linked
o agricditure?

> Most lowns: ano cilies inngia have grown ang

encompassed simounding vilages. Can' Vou loentity
an area of the oy or town wher2 you fve 1l us=d
to- be-@ wilzge. or areas that were once agneulural
lend? Hiw do you think this gtowih tstes place; and
what happeiis 10 the prople who ysediomake 2 g

B fom that land?
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4.] AcrariaN STrRUCTURE: CASTE AND
CLass N RURAL INDIA

Agrienitural land 18 the smnple most important resguirgs end form of progerty n

rurslsociery. Bur iris nor equally distributsd among peopialivng i a particular

willgss or repion. Nor doezevervons have scessatodland. In fact; the diztribiinen
of landheldines in most resions is Highls unegual among houssholds. In some
parts of India, the majority of rural houssholde own at least some land —usually
wvery small piote. In cther areas as muck a= 40 t© 30 per cent of familiss do not
own any land atsfl. Thee meane that they are dependeant on agricultursl labour
or other kinds of work for thetwr ivehhoods, This of course means that a few
familiss are well-te=do. Thes majority live just above:or below the poverty-lins.

In mosgr regions of Indis, somen sfe usSuslly sxcluded from oemnership
of land, because of the prevailing painlineal kinghip system aaf mode of
inhentence, By law women are supposzed to have an sgual share of famule
property. lo reality, they only have Hmired rights and some accese to land —
only as part of = household headed by amana.

The term agransn siruchure) is:oiten wsed 1o refer to the structurs or
distribution of landnolding: Becaues agrcultural land 15 the moest imgortant

productive réggurce in ‘fural Arsss, sccess to land chapes the rurs! class

struciure. Access (o land largeiv dﬂEl’ml.ﬁ:—" what rol= one plays in the process
of a_gn_r"'iﬂtu_ra] prﬁdu::_:,tﬂn_ Medrum and large landowners ars ususlly ahis o
sarn suflicient or even-largs iscomes from cultvation (althoush thi= depends
on sgrcultarsl prmces, which can fiuchasts grestly. a3 wsll 2= other {actoss

‘zuch a= the misnzoon). But agricuitwal laboursrs-are mors often than not paid

balow ths stsiutory mimimum wags and eam yery hitle. Thair incomes are
low. Their employment is tnescure, MMost a_grr_tﬂﬂr_mj lﬂhl.,TLL'F‘TS ars dailv-wage
worksrs, And do niot 'Hays work for many days of the year. This1s known as
underemplovment. Similerly, fenants |cultvators whe lease ther land from
iandownerz] heee lower incomes thes owner-culbvators, Bacause they have oo
pay & substentisl rent o the lendoence — ofien 88 much a5 30 o 75 pst cont
of the incoms from the crop.

Aprarisn socisty, tharefore, can be underctnod in terms of its class structurs.
But we must also remember the struciurs := i=sif through the ca=te sy=tem.
Iz roral areas. there 18 8 comples relationeing between caste aad class. Thas
relationshng 15 oot always srraghtforward. We might expect that the higher
cediss have mors [and sad Higher incomiss, Aad thiat thersie s correspondencs
Hstwsen ceste and class 58 one moves down the hievarchy. In many sreas this
iz brondiv trus but not ezsctly. For instanecs in most areas the hiphiet os=(=
the Brahmins. ars not major landowners, and so they fall cutsids the agrarian
spucoars glthoush they are & part of rural socew, In mest regions of [ndis.
the major landowning groups belong 1o theupper casies. In each region, thers
are usualiy justone or two major Iandewnivie castss, who ars also numericsaily
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w¥ery imporiant. Such grenmma wers tefinsd by the Euc-lulﬂgi_ill M.K. Srinivas a=°
domnsnt castes. In‘sach remon, the dominant ca=iz"1a ths most powerhil
sroup, sconomiralty q.-nd politirally, and dominates Iocal =ooisty: Examples of
deminant landowning groups are the Jats and Rajputs of UP., the Vokkalizas
and Lingayvats in Karnstaka Kammas and Reddis 10 Andhra Pradesh, and Jat
Silkhe i Puagsb.

Whils dominant landowaing

groups ars ususlly meddle or higlf:
ranked castss, most of the marminal  Thaps 5 3 difec] comfesgotdence belwesn

farmers and landless belang to lowWer qoncitiral productivity and the agrarian sfucture
casts groups. lnofficis] cla==ificavon

s . In ateas of assured mgation, ikose: with miantil
thes belonsz to the Scheduled Tasres-

i B . _ rs1rEEuTl urarhfmnmgmmnum [Masmgmwngmgm

ot Tribes 1SC ) STx) or Othisr Backward
lndia, the former Untouchabls” or | U0 WSS nesged for mm;‘“"‘ﬂm“ Hete the mos!
dalit castes were not allowsd 10 own upequal:agranan siructures deveioped  The agrarian structurs
land and they provided most of the o Ihese egioRs was charstictised by 3\l pogottion bf
agricultural labour for the dominant mmﬂumﬁ Wit Wit ﬂﬁ!‘fl ‘Bignsad mw@m
landowning sroups. This ziso creatsd tor the lowest castes [Kumar 1585).
& Iabour forcs that allowsd the
tandownars to cultivate the Iand
intensively snd get higher retime,

The roush correspondence between sasie and clazs

means that tvpically the upper and middle castes siso hiad
the Best sccess to bnd snd regstirses, and Hencs te power

and priviiege. Thiz kad imporiant implications fOr ths rural
sconomy and socsiy. In most regions of the country, &
‘propristary caste group owns most of the resources and can
command lebeur = work for them: Ustl recently, pracrices.

= == s . = =

> Think abour what you hiave
leaimed aboul 1ne casts
system. Quffing the various

such-as begar or free labour-were prevalent in many parts m"aﬁmnﬁ ﬁ-ﬁﬁaﬂ
of northern Indis. Members of low rank=d caste groups had of fural dlass struciure and
to provide iabour for & Gx=d numb=r of days per vear to caste ‘Tiscuss In ferms of
the millase zamindar or landlord. Many of the working poor difterent acoess 10 resallives,

were tied to landowners in hereditary labour relatinnships. WM [aboUr 3nd cocupanion.
Although such practices have been abalizhed legally, they
coADnGS o XIS 1 MERY Sreas;

4.2 THEIPACT OF Lan RerorIS ]
Tue CoioniaL Period

Ther= are historical reasons why sach region of India came 1o be dominated by _
Just one or TWO SESj0F Sroups: Bur it 13 important to realise thar thus agranen e ——

structurs-his= chansed enormously over time, fram the precolenial @ the
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colunisl and after independence. While the same doaninsin castes were protably

‘alse cultivating eastes in the pre-colonis] peried, they wers not ths direct wn=rs
ofland. Instead, ruling groups such as the Incal kings or 2amindars (landinrds
who wers slso politicslly powerful i their areas, and ususlly belonged to
Eshatrys or other hiph castes| controiied the land. The peassants or cultivatoss
whe worked the land hed to handorer 5 substantal portion efthe produce
to them. When the Britich colaized India . in manyr ersas thev miled through
these locsl zmmundars, They ales granted propsriy nghts to the ramindsars.
Under the Britiel the samindscs wers given more contonl over land than they
had beiors. Sinee the colomsars also mmpesed heavy lacd revenue [taxes| oo
sgriculthrs, thezamindarzs extracted =8 much proditcs or monsy =s thisy could
ouet of the cultid¥ators. Ons reslt of this samindset system Sas that agpicutiurs]
produstion stagnated or dechneéd dunng much of the pariod of Sritish rule.
For peasanis fed Irom oppressive [Andlords and freguent famings and wars
decunated the populaton.

Maeny-distercts of colonsml Indis were admmistersd through the sgmeadan
‘mystam. In other sress that wers undéer dirsc: Britich male hsd whst was callsd
the ronycrvar avatein of land sstiiement [fafvar means cultidstor in Tehapu|,
I this svstem, the ‘actual cultivators’ fwho were thameslves oftén landlords
and not cultivators| rather than the zamindsse were responsible for paying
the tax. Because the colonial covernment dealt directly with ths farmers:or
landlnrds rathers than through the avsriords the bardes of texatonwas lesx
and cultivarors Rad mors mcantiyE to isreatin sgriculture, Aga female, rhéss
arcaz Became selanvely mare productive and prosperous.

This backsround about land revenus administration in colonial [ndia -
much of whish you have learnsd o Vour hestory bocks— s mmporiant to k=ep
in murnd when studwing rhe agranan structure of present-day Indis, This 1s
bBesause itis theousha eovtes of changes starting 1ntins perded that the current
structars svalvsd. - -

INDEPENDENT INDIA

After India becameindependent Nehru and his policy advisorsembarked ona
progeamme of planned development thatfocused on agrarian reform g5 well as
industrishisation,. The pobcymaiersware responding to the dismsl agricultars!
eitmAatiom i Indis &t that tma. Thiswas'marked by low produchivity, depsndencs
on importsd food graine and the intsrpee poverty of & large sectinn of the
rural population, They felt that a majat reform in the sprarien =tructars, and
wapectally 1o the landholdmz sysiem and ths de=inbuten adlznd wes necessary
if apgrrculture wars to progrsss. From the 1350s 1o the 1870z, a-sene= of land
roform lewE ware passsH —at the natiensl levs]l 685 well 55 in the siatsy— thag
were intendsd to bring about these changes.

The first important legislation was the abolition of th= ramindar system.
winch removed the layer of tntsrmediames who swood between the cultivators
smd the siats. Ofall the laod refocm lawe thet wers passed. this wes prabably
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the most effective, for in most Afeas it Succestied in taking sway the superior
rights of the zamindarz cver the land and wsakening their sconomic and political
powsr. This did not happen without & strugsle, of courze, but ultimsatslyr the
effect wars.10 strengrhen the position of the acts! laﬂ_&bnldars snd culirvaiors
at-the local level.

Among the other major land reform laws thar were
introduced wers the tenancy abolition and regulation acts, m
They stitempisd “sithey o cutisw t2pancy altogsiher or to
regulste rents to give some sacueiiy to the tenants. In most i - ==
of the =tates, these laws ware never 1mplemeated very . Fmﬂ_ aat aboul i Shocan
effectyvely. In West Bengal and Kerala, there was a radical mavement
regopcnirng of the agranan-structursthar gave lsnd nohes
' the tanenes,

The third major catesory of land seform [aws we=re the Land Ceiling Acts.
Thees laws imposed an upper limit on the amgunt of iand that can bé ownad by
s particulsr family, The ceiling varies from region to region. depending on the
leind pf land, itz producanty, and other such factors: Very preducnys land bas
a low cmbng while uaproductive dry land has & gher ceiling it Acconding
to thess acte, thestats is supposed to identify-and tslke poszession el zarplus:
land {above the cailing limit) held by each'housghold, and redistribuis it to
landlezz familiez and housshelds in other :pemﬁ_-—d catzgornies, such as SC
arid STE_ But it most of the states thess acts _p.mved to be tocthless, '“ha-re
ware mgny loopholes and other stratemes throush which mest landowners.
were able to escape from having their surplus land saken over by the smate. In
somie places; eome rich farmersachially diveresd thewrwites [but confinued to
live with them)| in ord=r to svoid the provitiona of the Land Cailing Act which
allowed a separate share for unmarried women but not for wives. Thesa were
ales callsd "Senami transiers’,

The agranan structure vanes greatly across India, and the progressof land
r2iorms has si=o hesn unsven acrossthe swarss, On the whole -hm':ELfE.t it CEY
Bzasd that the aordsian stricture aithough it has changesd substaabislly from
colonisl times wo ths present, remaing highly unéqual This 3&111::1-_1,193 puts
constrainte on agricultural productivity. Land reforms are necessary not anly
to boost sgriculttirs] growth Sut also o ersdicate povarty in rarsl arese and
bng ebout satial jusiics.

4.3 Tre Green REVOLUTION AND TS SOCIAL
(CONSEQUENCES

We saw that land reforme have hiad only & hmited impsot on rural =ocisiyand

the Bgrarian structurs i MOoEt fegions, In contrast the Gresr Eeimlution of
the 1560s and 1570z brought about significant changss in the areas where i1 —
tok plare, The Green Reyulution  as vou know, was 5 government programme
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of agricultural modernisation. It was largsly funded 5y thterastional agenciss
that was based on providing high-yislding varieti?{HYV) or hybrid Sezds slonz
with ﬁ_st:i_’.&-_"f-r:—s_._ fertilize=rs, =nd gther inputs, © farmers. Gresst Essolution
programmes wers intpoficsd only in areas that had gesured drricatinn. bacguse
suffictent wararwas-necessary fnr the:new zeeds and methods sf culttvation, It
was slzo tarpsted msmnbrat the whest Snd nice-growing arcas. As srvezult, aaly
cartain regions such as the Punjab, westsrn ULP,, coastal Andhira Pradesh, and
partz of Tamil Nadu_ r=csived the first wave of the Gr==n Hevolution packags.
The rapid social and sconomic transiormatons that were seen in these areas
sumulazed a spate of smudies by samal scientists. and vigorous debates shout
the impact of the Gresn BEevalution,

Azncultural productvty mcreased sharply becaussof thensw technolagy.
India was able to bettuns ssli-sufficiant in foodsrain production for the Grst tims
in d=cadse, The Gresn Revolution haz besn consider=d a maiwor achisveament of
the gorernmant and of the sriantists who centrituted to the =ffort, However,
there were certain negative zocial efferts that were pointed out by sociologiss
who soudied the Green Hevolunon gress, as well a2 adverze environmenis!
UG ERCIS:

In'mestaf the Gresn R=mlutonarsas. itivas grntaniy the mednom and large
farmers whe wers abls fo bénsfit from ths nstb technolegy. Thiz waz bacaus=
INpUls Ware eXpancive. and ghmall and mm-gmal farmers could not afford 1o
spend as much as larsefarmsr=tc purchass thess inputs. When sgrnculbirists
produce primanly for themselves and ase unshls 1o produce for the market, i
1= known'as subgisience agnculture” and they are ususliv tenmed ‘peasants’
AgricultariztE or farmiers five thoss who are ghls 1o praducs sephis . over anid
ahove the nsads of the family, snd soare link=d to ths macket. It was the farmers
who wers able to produce a surplus for the markst whs wers able to reap the
most bensfits from the Green Rsvolution and from the commercialisation of
sgriculinre that followsd.

Thus, 1o the first phase of the Green Eevclution, inthe 19605 and 1970s;
the introducton of new technblogy seemed to be ncrsasmy inaqualities hruri!
Boeiety, Green Rewolidtion crops s=re Mighly proficable, mainly Yecauss thes
viclded mors producs. Well-to-do farmers who had access o land capital
techaclogy, and know-how, and those who could invest in the new sseds and
fertiiears, could increase thew production and eam more meney. However, in
many cases 3t Jed 1o the displacement of enant-cultivatess. For landowners
Bepan to tales bBaclt l5od from their tsrmmnts and sultivets 1t dircetly bacaiass
cultivation was betoming more profitable, This made ths rich farmers Bstiar
off, and worzened the condition of the landless and marginag] holdars,

Inaddition. the introduction of machinary such a= nllers, tractors, thrachars
and harvesters lin area= such as Punjab and pans of Madhys Pradesh) led
o the diaplacement of the service caste groups who used to carry out these
agriculture-related activities, This process of displacement alsnincreased the
pacs of raral-urban miFrEion.
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The ultim&ate outdome of the Giréen Revolulion was a process of
differsntiatian’, in which ths nieh sréw rnicher and msny of the poor sfaonsted
ar grew poorer. It should be noted that smployment and wages for agricudiural
workera did incregss in many areas, kecause ' the demend for labour ingrees=d.
Moreover, nsing prices gnd = :chift in the mode of payment of agricultursl
worksrs from gayment o bind (grein) tocath. actislivy worsssed the economic
condition of mest rural worksra

The sscond phass of the Gresn Bevalution which bsgan in 19805, farmsrs
living in tha dry and eémi-arid regions of India began following Green Revolution
cultivation practices, In thees avsasthere hos been s sigficant shifi rom dey to
wat|irrsgated) cultivation, slopg with changesin the croppinz patters end type
of crops growrn [norsssing commerciahization snd dependence on the mar=r
1n1 thess arssx (for instance, where cotion cultivation hiss been promoted| kas
increaszed ratlisr than reduced hvalibicod insscurity, a= farmers who once zrsw
food for concumption now depend on the market for the incomas, in marke:-
oriented culfinengn, especially whers o single orop 15 grown, a =3 in pricsz.ora
bod crop con spell finonoal nan for formers. in mosr of the Green Bevelution
arsas, farmers have swinched from & multi-crop system. which sllowed them
to Epread risks, to &8 mono-crop fegime, which mean: thai there i8.0o0thing 1o
fall back on in cass of crop failure.

Angrther pegative cutcome of the Green Revolution strategy was the
worsening gf regionalinequaliti=s. The areas that undsrwent thie technclogical
transformation beeame mors developed while other zreas stagnstsd. For
mnszances: the Gresp Beyolhution was promored mors 10 the western and southers

parts of the-eountry, arnd in Punjab. Hirrana
e i o [

tha country Das, 1200, .hgre Are rerione T_hat oAt I 55 Bl -
cantnus to havs an entrenched feudal' agrafisn ol the {llgilﬂb':-- . I:E‘W'ﬂh it n::f the hybi

zrruciurs, 1o which the lacded caztes and = :
landlords maintain power over the lowsr castes: ﬂ{:ﬂi?ﬁgﬁﬁﬂmwaHm' In

landlses: workers and @zmisll coltvaters. Ths : - 3 : == R
sharp casteand class insgualities; together with ‘Whai _they ussd 10 ciow sme wheal. red
=<ploitative labotir relatinne in thets rezions hae sorghtim. piant 2 few tubess: chilli plants:
given rise to various kinds of sinlence (including cofton Now Mere s only mbrzd (hybnd). where's
ister-casie violenes] 1o recent years: the java wﬂmﬂ? ijl.'lid: E&Eﬁ!-_ hybrid
crops.. ven the children are hybrid, Hybrith seads
ara sown anthe arth._the children barn are also
Myt Wazaii 1594, 25596

Often 1r1s thoughothatimparting knowledge
af ‘seientifie’ fsrming metheds will improve
the conditions of Indian farmsrs. We should
remember thst Indian farmers have besn
cultvatine the land for centuries, much befors
theadvent of the Green Revolution, They have very desp and extsnsive waditions]
knowladge sbout the land they oil and the crops they sow. Much of thss _
Irnowledza, like the many traditionsl varisties: ofzesd= that wers developsd over

the centuries by farmers is'being lost as hybrid, high-vielding and genetcally
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mndified varaties afssedsare beins promoted &= more productive and ‘stientifs’
(Gupta 1998; Vasaw 1900b), Inwmew of the nesatve environmentsl and socsl
wmpace of modern methods of salttvatineg that have been cbhserred, a number of
scientiete a9 well az farmers” movemente now susgest & rettin I tradstiongl.
mare organic saeds and methods of culteration, Maay rural people themsealves
belisvethat Iivhrid vanebes are less healthy than the tradihonal onzs.

4.4 TRANSFORMATIONS IN RUrRaL Sociery
AFTER INDEPENDENCE

S=versl profound ranz tions in the asfure ef =ocial reletions in rursl

areas took placs in the post-Independance period, sep=cially in those regions
that underwent the Grsen Hevelhition, Thees meiuded

B an inoresse in the use of sgncultueal labour as: qultivation became
mars Antansivs!

B g =hifi from paveient in kmd (grawm| o paymentis gash;

® s logzenifs of traditzons] bonds or hereditary relasionshios Between
farmers of Buodowners and azncultueal werkers (Enowsn as bonded
tabioage) End

8 the riss of a class-of free wege Jabourers:

The chancs in the nsture of the relationship between landlsrds fwho usually
belonged to the dominant castes| and agriculturs] workers jusually low casze|,
was described by the sociologist Jan Breman asa shift from ‘patronage to
sexpiomanon’ (Breman. 1974), Such changes toolk place in many areas whers
ggniruimirswas hetomine mors commerrislized, that iz, whers orops wers being
grown primacnly for ssie in the marlket, The transiormation m lsbotie relationg 1=
reoardsd by soms scholarsas thdizative of & tréanEition o capitali=t sgriculire;
Becaus=s the cagitalist mitkis-of prodiction i= based on the-separation of the
werkers from ths mesns efproduetan in This dase land),and theuses of fres’
waze |shour. In sgenersl it 1z true thst fsrmees in the more developed regions=
were becdming mors orient=d to th= marke=t. As cultivation becams mores
commearcalissd, thess rural arsas wers alzo becoming integrarsd to the widser

Chrelmeanor o different parts of fhe oty
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etonoimy. This frocess inciesssd the 6w of

monsy into villages and expanding opportunitiss
for busin=ss and employment. But we should
remembar that this process of transformation
it the rursl econnmy, tn fact, b=gan dunmp the
Colonial peried. In many regions in the 19%
century, large tracts of land in Mahsrachtrs
were givtﬁ over to Sotton cultivation, and
cotton farmers becams directly Haked to the
woerld markel. Hewsver, the pacs and spread of
changs rapidly moreased gfter Independence,
as the gsovernment promoted modesrrr methods
of cultivation snd sttempred o modermise the
rural sroromy through other strategies. Ths
Etats i1hvestsd in the Sevelopment of rursl
infrastrueturs, such A= irrissation facilivias,
reads end sleciricits, and on the prowision of
azriculturs]l inputs, including credit through
bankeand conperatives. Por restilsr aericulnurs)
srowth, unintarugted powsr supply to niral
Indis 1= ons of the necessinies, The Deen Dayal
Upadhveys Gram Jyot Yojna' tsunched in 2014
i= 8 lsudable effort of the sovernment of Indin
i thrs directan. The overall ootcome of these
efforie at ‘rural develppment’ was ol galy o
teanziorm the rurs! econcmy and. ggnoulturs,
but also the agrarisn structurs and the rura!
saciety itteelf

Dz way th +lHich rwral socisl Struciurcs
was siter=d by sgriculnurs] development since
the 1960s was through the enrichment of the
medimm and large farmers who sdopted the
nsw techinologies: discussed in the prewious
section: In =evera! agricaiturslly rich regions;
such &5 cosstal Andhira Pradsell, westerm Uliaz
Fradezh ‘and central Gujarat well-to-do farmers
belongins o the domittant cactes begsn o iovest
thesr profites from egnculture in other types of Chixnging teshmologiss m agriculturs
busmess venhures, This processof drvsrsificsation
gEve-riss o nsw sobeprensunal groups that moved ot of rorel arsssand
into the arowing towns of thess developing regions, giving rise to new regional
slit=s that becams sconomically a5 wall a5 politicslly deminsnt [Rutt=n 1825}

Along with this change in the class strocturs, the spread of higher education

especially private professisnal colleges. in rural and semi-nirhen areas. allowed _
the pew rurel eliten to:sdueare: therr chldiren — mety of-whorm: then joined

professionsl or white coller sctuipstion=or'started businesses, fesding into the
expansion of ths urbsn middls claszss,
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Thiz=, in siess of rapid agriculbirs! daselopment there has besn &
consclidation of theold Iand=d or cultivating groups, who have tran=formsd
themselves ioto 5 &:rﬂamj: entrepranenrisl roral-orban dominant claes, Bt
in gther regions such s= eastern: UF. and Hihar, the lack of effective land
raforms: politicsl mobilization, and redistnbutive measures has mesant that
thiers have besa relatively fow changes 1n the ggraras structure-snd hence
in the life conditions of most péople: In contrast, statss such a& Kerals have
undsvponea differ=nt precsss of development, 1n which politieal mobilisation.
redistributive measures, and linksp=s t¢ 50 ext=ros! sconomy [primanls the
Gui countnes| have brought about 2 subetantia) tranefermation of the niral
countrymide, Far from the rural beins primerly agransn, the rural in Kersla
i=:a mimed sconomy that intspratss coms ssgfculture with a wads ristwork of
retail Exles sived ‘s=svices] snd where 5 large number 6f families ard depéndent
on remiitencss from shro&d,

ook afthis hrus=s
Sitlrutiern® oo tilaes
i Kermin Jt iz loaated
. Fakior Villnge,
3 Hifometres from
Palaklkad district toumn

Another sigruficant change mn rursl saciety thet i nled 1o the commerciatioation
of agriculture bes been the growth of misrantasgoenitural lJabourcAs traditonal’
bonds of patrendis between Isbourers or tenants and Lndlerds broks down,
and 58 the s£sdonal demand for agricultural labour tnor=82ed 1 prospezous
Gre=n Hevolution fegiona such as the Punjah, a pati=fn of sessonal mizgrstion
semerged in which thousands of workers tirculst= between their home willsgss
and maors prosperous areas where there is more demand for labour snd higher
WESES. Labourers mugrate alse due o the increasins inequabitiesan rursl sress
from ths mid: 1990s wvhich have foresd many hot=cshslde to combine multipls
occugpations to susiain themssives. As a livehhood stratezy, misn migrate out
pericdicsily in search of warl and better wazgs, whils women and children are
often l=ft behind in their villagss with slderly grandparents. Migrant workers
come manly from drocghi-progs and less productive regons, and they Zo o
wiork-for part of the year o farms o Puapmb and Hervena: er-oncbricic inlins
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m U B, ar cogstniction sites 10 cities such 88 New Delli or Banpslore, THees
misrant workees have bean termad Sotlsos= lsbour’ by Jan Breman, but this
does not imply frsedom. Breman's (1985) study zhows, t© the contrary, that
landless workers do noe have many rights, for instance, they areusually oot
paid the muntrmum wags. It should be noted hers that wealthy farmers often
prefer 'to emplcy mugrant workers for harvesiing and other such miensive
operationg, sather than the loval working clsss, becauss migrants are more
sasily sxploited and can b= paid lowsr wagss. This preference has produced
a peculiar patiern 13 some areas where the loca! landless labourers move ot
of the home wmillages 1n search of work durng the peak agrscultural sgasons,
while migrant workers are brought in from other areas to work on the local
farms. This paitern is found sspacially in suzarcans growing areas. Mizration
and lack of job s=curity have created very poor workting and hwing conditione
for these workers.

Thelarss scale crculation of labour kas had seversl sipnificant efects on
rural Zcciety, in Doth the recsiving dind the suppinine remone. For instanes, 1n
poor arsas whers male mly members spend muich of ths year working cutside
of their villages. cultivation has becoms primarily s femste taek. Women ar=alss
emergng g2 the main source of aerenlturs] lahour, lsadime o the feminisation
of agricultural labour force.” The insscurityof womsn 15 greater becsuse they
earn lowesr wages thasn men for eomilse work Unnl recently. women wers hardly
vizibls in officisl statistics as sarnsrs and workers, Whils womsn toil on the
larid s Iandizss laboursrs and se cultivators the prevailing parrilineat kinship
gysi=m. pnd other cultiral praciices that privilege male nghis. largely exclade
women from land ownersiap,

4.6 GrosausaTion, LiserausaTION,
AND RUgaL SociEry,

The policy of hberalisation thas indis has been Iull..f“urﬂ:l.g zinice thelsiz 1980=
have had s very ssgxu.ﬁmut IRSET tLﬂ.EE_TIE'[ﬂT.'[]rE and rural sgcisty. The policy
entaily particpartion in the World Trede Qrganization ﬁ'l._"ﬂi, which asms 1o
brng-abirut s-More fres mtsrnabonsl trading systen snd requnres the opsning
ug of Indisn merkste {o imports. After decadesof state supporiaad protscted
miacltets, Indisn fErmiefs have been =xposed to competition fram the glokal
markst. For instancs, we have all =een importsd fruit= and other food it=me
an the thelves of our local stores — items that were pot evailable a few years
agn becanse of tmport sbshiuven policres. Hacently, India has deoided
to tmipart whest. A controveresl dacision that revergss ' the edrher poliey af
ssif-rehitnes on food graing. And bring back bitter memon=s of dependency on

American food graine in the early vears aftsr Indspendences, _
-

These are indicarors of the process of globahsaton of aanculture, or the
incorperaton of agnculiure into the largsr global merket—a process that hae.
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In western UP,
sugarcane is life
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had direct =fH=Gts on & etd Bnd rursl =ocis.

o

For instenes; in same= r=pions such ‘Aag Pungs
snd Ksvfatsks, favmess enter into conitracis with
mulnnatonal comnames {such as PepsiCo) 1o srow
gEfigin crops |suchH B tomatoes and poistoss)
which thz ‘companiss then buy from thsm for
processing or siport, In such ‘contract farming

svstems, the company entifcs the'cron o B2
grown, grovides the sced= and sther inputs, s=

well ga the lnew-how and aftern aleo the worlting
re

turn, the farmer 18 assured of a2

™

markst Because ths company gusrantses that i
will purchass the praaluce &t 5 prefdsterminet fixsd
price: Contract iorming is w21y commean Acowin ths
prodiucting ofspeoishieed teme suich a2 cut Sowers.
fruite such as erapes: Bgs apd pomesranstas.
cetton amd otlssedsz. While contrect farmine

it cafi*also lsad to grehter inssburnily 58 fartets
becne deperaicnt on thes= soimpanies for their
livehhood=s. Contract farmine of sxport-orientsd
products surh s=fowers and gherline glen mepns
that agricultural Iand 1= duwerted away from food

grain prodictdn, Contract fermin

o
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Farmers’ suicides
The spate of farmers sulcides tnal has besn

@ecuTing I diffevent parts of e country since

1547-98 can be linked to-The "2aranan Tisiress caused oy
stiuisturat chang=s In 2gricullies and changes I coromic
andagnolitural policies. Thesz include the changed pattem of
lananoldings: changing cropping pattems. especialy du 1o shif
I cash ciops Uberalisation policies that Nave exposad INcian
aqieuliure to the Bices of giobatisalion tieavy dependence
an high-cost inputs. wimdrawal of Me State from agncuttura!
exiension aclivilies 10 b2 ieplaced by mulinzaynal 3850 and
fariiiser companies decline in siate support for agriciliure

and Ingdushsation of agrcullural opstations Actoming 1o
oiicial statstics, fere have been B 500 suicioes by fErmers
Bathesn 2004 snd 2006 in Andbra Pradach, Kamatass Kerdls
and Matamsshirs (Sor 2006 1523),

Ancther, and more widespread scpect of the globahestion
of agriculture 12 the entry of multimatienals (afo this ==oior m
az:mellsre of agnculbars! inpute zuch a3 seads: pestinides Enid

fernlizers. Over ths Izt dacadeigr 20, the govemmont baz scaled
down iz agricultueal deslopmsnt progiammes ' and Sgricultural
sxtenzion’ sgenis have be=n r=placed in the viliagss by agents
of sged, fernbecsr and pestitide Sompanics, Thece agenls are
often thesole source of informartian for farmers ahout new s=eds

Read the newspaper
carefully. Lislen lo
the felevision or radio
news: How pffen are

ar culbvation practices; snd of course they have an intersstin mr‘_i_l REes F‘ﬂﬁm#?
s=lhing theor prodisets, Thig hag led ta the vicreased dependenceaf Wil king of I._':E:IJE'E are
farmers on expensive fertilissrs and p=sticides, which has reduced ] usually reporned?
their orofits, put msnv Ermers into dasbt, and sl oreated sn

scological orisis il rursl sfeae,

Wany farmers, Wwho have committed snicsde wers masgins] farmers, who
wers giiemphins o moreagse theyr productivniy, primanty by practising Gresn
Kevohutios methods: However, undentsiong such produchion mesnt fEcing
sevarsl risks: ths coEt of producten hes mersarsd wremendously dize to &
decyeass in sgriculfural subsidies, the msrksic 5r= not stable, and msay
farmees borrow 12‘.'5:‘&“_1‘_'? in order to tmvest in EEponeive npuis and improve
thewr producon.

Suidides of farmers 12 basically a=seociated with dabt, as well a3, oehien)
digesters, resulting w the fathare of sgnicuturs] produces. Pradhan Mantn Fasal
Hrma Yojma Grom Uday se Sharat Ubay Abhiyan, National Urbon Mission
Naotioninl Misson for Sustninable Agrculture ond Hissen Or=dil Card, e, &re
eom= of the schemes of the Governmant of Indis whith may provids unsfied
help to farmer= all over the country, Thees schemes are aleshelpful in pronding

quality life to raral indis.
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Questions

1

bt

socil Change and Developmentin India

Read the pa==age given and answar the quesions

The harsh Working' ponfdibons. suferss Dy IB00UNEE INAQRENTRNE WEre & Gifrome
pf the combimed gffept of Ihe sconomil power of e mallks 35 & cizss and el
orerwheimng power 3s memi=es of 8 dommant casie: Asignieant assact ofthe socis!
power of ihe maliks 'was thewr abiiy to secive the intervediion of venous ams of the
Mafe lo slvance their inisrests Tis, palltical fzetors decisivedy cantributed ro widening
the gui Demween e dommant 6i35s and e Ungeriass

L Why do you think tha /maliks were able'lo use the power of thestateto

advance thev own inlerasts?
i, Why did labourers have harsh working conditions?

What measures do you think the gevemment hastakan, orzhould 1ake to
protact the rights of landiess agrcoltural labowrers and migrant workers?

Thers are directinkages belween tha diuation of agiculural worker: and
theirlack of upward tocio-2conomic mabiity Name sama of them

Whal ate the diffzrentiactors thal have enabled cenalh groupslo bansfarm
themselvas into new weslthy. entreprensunial dominan! classs? Canyou
think af an example of ths renstormation o yeurstate?

Hindi ond regiong! langudos ifns were.offen sei n rure) aregs. Think of o
film zetin reral indig ang desscnos tha ogrenan society and cultune: That =
shawn inil How realistic do you think the-portrayval 87 Have vou sesn any

recant it =t in wraldreas? If ncthow woalid you explain 17

Visit a construction site in yout neighbourhood. a trickyard. orotharzuch
place whiere yol are el 1o'nd migron! workers, Find oul whiere the
workes came fram. How arathey recruited from theirhome villages, who
i the 'muekadam'? iFhey are Tam rural arsos, nd ool abouot fheir s in
fhair vileges: gndwhy. fhey have 1o migrate fo find work,

VEit yourlbcaffruit-seles, and askher/him.aboul the fruite chelhe cells, where
they come from, and thesr pnces. Find cut what nas hoppened 1o the pricss

of local prodacis after nsits begon 1o be Imported from ouinida of Indic

(such azapples from Austrafia). Are thera eny imported fruits cheaparthan
Incdian froiy?

Cullect information and write a repord on the enviconmental situation in
rieal India. Examples of topice peshcider declining water 1ablke; impoct
of prown farming in coosfal orzas: salinction of soil ond watardizaging in
cangl mgated areas; loss of biodiversity, Posslble sowce: Sale of India’s
Enwvwronment Reports, Reports from Ceantre for Sciance and Development
and the magazine Down {o Earin
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